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Introduction
Good afternoon!
T FAF!
We are continuing to look at the letter of James.
RAVU LR AHRES.
The author was probably James the half-brother of Jesus.
LM & T Ao RAR SR G ) S L5
He was also the pastor of the church in Jerusalem.
e A, B B B A A2 B AT
Apparently he wrote to fellow Jewish Christians who had been scattered because of persecution.
R, WEZ SR RANGEE®, X Bk R, £4F.
In his letter James has been addressing problems which confronted these Jewish Christians.
&P T RIEATDIE G A,
The first problems were trials and temptations.
F— AN A e Fe i R
Trials and temptations challenge one=s faith.
F WA i B, P — DAL A 85,
But trials and temptations also can show that a person=s faith is genuine.
B A, X Feif AT AR R — AN A 890 % A LAY,
James challenged his readers to be doers of the word and not simply hearers.
T &P ERALGY B H T2 AT, TBATIE.
In chapter two James addressed the problem of favoritism.
AREH TP, R R, BILEN, R &6 E AL
It is wrong to show partiality among those whom we should treat equally.
fhAzPiantan, & S iEHL, 4R & 2409,
It does not correspond with true faith.
% 5 A IE #9135 4% R R IE Bpipéi.
God does not show partiality.
B A AY T AR — S A
It does not fulfil the command to love one=s neighbor.
Yo R AN EIEAY 093515, B RAVIARE, R4, BN TFRAm &,
The next topic is faith.
T RO TEMAAS A Y5,
This theme has been present throughout the first two chapters.
BEANERTF T @A FE.
Now James focuses on a specific question.
A, TBICBE SHME—MF A

What should we think about a person who claims that they have faith, but there is no evidence of it?
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o RA —AAGL, ARG LG, REATA R A, R fTAH X6 AL
As we examine this question, keep in mind what James already wrote in 1:13-18.(1).
LRV R XA B A BHE, e ER K £1: 13-18 ©AF
First, God gives the new birth.
Bk, L@ T RN LA
Itis a gift.
XA —raldy, B
We do not earn it. (2)
B A RAVT R %A K138,
Second, every good gift, including our salvation, comes from God.
Lok, BHEEGEY, ALY, @FBMNGEE, TR @R,
The good things we have are not from us.
EMAA AT R T, T AMEAN @R,
The very best gift, our salvation is not from us.
RAFaGALY, ARMGBE, TRZMNEAMN MR,
James is not changing his thinking in chapter two.
VA X RS X AP Y
He is not suggesting that we earn salvation through works.
e A BT AT, RAVRE AT E KRR
I.  The question of faith without works (2:14)
We need to look carefully first at the question which James asks.
BANE ZAT 90 K A M BB 69 F A
It is important to understand the question correctly. (Read 2:14.)
RIRE - S R AT P 2 L
First, James is not suggesting that someone is trying to fake faith.
Wk, BETFAETAAKEBRE A4,
That the person says he has faith, does not mean that they are not sincere.
o A ABL, WAHLEAG S, FREREHAEARE.
The person truly thinks that he or she believes.
XA A OGN A e Aa 4549,
The person sincerely claims to have faith.
EAA LRI AR A A 6905
Second, James is using the word works in a broad sense.
Fok, BEBAT L ERAFEIANFE, EASRGHHE, REFRATEGAT A, F8TA .
He does not limit works to good deeds done for people.
T4, Tk AARAMITF.
It includes such good deeds.
AT & % R 046 A R AT F.
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But James is talking about any visible actions which are a product of faith.
12 T8 R — AN, NREI T3, BT EAP S,

The example of Abraham shows this.

RAGIEF P FRT T X — .

His work was his willingness to act in faith and offer his son.
TAHEFTREL EFRETRGILT, BARAEMNGS, XREBEGITA.
Third, James is precise in the way he states the question.

$=, BB REAMGH KX ALY, ZFEY.

He does not ask, can faith save ?

R, AAZAY 690 A AT D2

He asks if that faith or such faith can save.

R, E A RARFEASAY, AL AT R

He is asking about the faith which produces nothing is a person’s life.

R 892, do R—AABMAZT, BIAFEZE, ERGETEA AL TR, XZAED?
And James expects no as an answer.

TBHEFRAE RN, TRZAE.

Such faith cannot save.

THIAE, AT R

James’s question again remind us of the parable of the soils.

He & 49 19 AL R FRER AN, KT R A

The Word is sown in the hearts of people, like seed on the ground.

AP 855, RMAAMNG P, AR LA T

The soil represents people’s hearts.

EHERET AN,

There are different soils and different conditions of the heart.

A RF 6 L, LA FF .

The fourth soil represents those who hear the word and accept it.

Fog A2 A RAR BT AY 8918, He AV 89 9E.

They produce fruit. Fruit in the parable is the deeds of which James speaks.
FoOANLEFAERT . RTIMe2H E N EEAR 7 AT,

The other soils do not produce fruit.

EeE®| R ERK

Jesus said of the second soil that they believe for a while (Luke 8:13).

B m A & 8: 13

AR £ L Panshi 69, st 2R AW HE, REMZ2, 2P XAFRL, FiTH
Mz, REB L AXAERLBE T .

But the word does not take root.

A9 4P 69 35 XA X F R AR K

Under the surface their hearts are hard.
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e NG RN -5 &0
When persecution or temptation comes, they stop believing.
%3838 KA E R, AR AAYT.
Their belief is not that which produces fruit.
XA, R R

Those who have the faith that saves, hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop@
(Luke 8:15).

Boik E8ASN E AT LN, RAANTHE, HFARETERVCZ, F A
R R

Faith that does not produce fruit is not the faith that will save.

FEERERGE ARG, TR

To prove that faith without fruit or deeds cannot save, James gives two principles about faith and
works.

A TIERA R REE RFATENE, TRFH. X TRWFTE, BELTHANRI.

Il. Two principles concerning faith and works (2:15-22)

1. The first principle: words alone are powerless (2:15-17).

We find the first principle in verses 15-17.

% & # 2:1517

ERAEL, AWK, FHFEAR, XHT I AGKE,
A oA A AT A —T--T-—k‘—k‘iﬂb%"ﬁ B AR A F 1R B v 7 48
o W OARLWHMGTKREERG, TAH2EZLR?

M AE B R AT h AR

Words alone are powerless.

RBIM, ATLAkE

James gives an illustration in verses 15 and 16.

R AEE 15T 16T 4 T Hl4E

Then he explains the illustration in verse 17.

He B2 5 17 B s )

The phrase in verse 17 in the same way [Aso also@ in some translations] points to a
comparison.

BEFATY, & R AR 6 7 XL R LR .

The purpose of verses 15-16 is not simply to give an example of faith without works.
#15-167 89 B 69, TR FIBE 1340 Fo A AT &

Verses 15-16 give a picture which helps explain what faith without works means.
#15-16 7 MBAZAP L RAT ETRAEMH L

To say, Go, | wish you well; keep warm and well fed, might be well meant.

FFg iR, RARMNF RErLiFe, IR, TiEEE.

But such words, of themselves, helps no one.

12 5%, X &g, HRT BET AL
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The words alone are powerless.

R, ~ A6,

It is the same way with faith.

RAZAP R, ST

Words alone are powerless.

Rk, AR,

To say, | have faith, is by itself powerless.
B, BRALGAG S, R/,

Paul teaches about faith in Romans 10:9.
HRFAEFLH10: 9, H-F4H L RAFAT S,

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.@

FHF10: 9, F v ZINA K AL, SERFNIENRLELLZE, L7

Is it possible to speak the words, Jesus is Lord, and yet not believe in one’s heart?
T, BRERE £, S RAE, XA TR G?

Yes.

T A,

Do such words alone save?

XA, AT

No.

Ao

Is it possible to think that we truly believe that God raised Jesus from the dead but be
deceived about our own hearts?

HAE LA IR SL 2 F &, M B ARk, XA TREG?
Yes. Jeremiah wrote that the heart is deceitful. (Jeremiah 17:9)
KRTHA, £ BRARP AT:9 “ASrtbm HAEAEGuUizha, FRBIMA, FERIRER? "

Paul wrote to the Corinthians, Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test
yourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5).

FHZBH AL RMEZ A THRALCEA. L&l TRE, 2o RIRMEIE RS, RO
ARG A AL "

The Corinthians were saying that they believed.

Ak S AHAGL, HAREAY.

Paul challenged them to examine if that were true.
T B RRATRFTE, WAL FE G OD?

A faith that consists only of words is a faith without power.
HEEAPE S, RESHARLA N .

True faith will act and not just talk.
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2. The second principle: words alone prove nothing (2:18-25).
James introduces the second principle in verse 18 and then develops it through verse 25.
A8 2125, T & JHAR 5 —ANR M.
Words alone prove nothing.
TG E, AR T HLEA.
a. Introduction of the principle (2:18)
(Read 2:18.) The meaning of this verse centers on the word show or prove.

HedH 2:18 “LH AW, RARBS, RAATAH. RFHIREATANE B LERE, REMH
HROATA, KROECIRAIRE

James suggests that some person might say, you have faith, | have deeds.
H&IAA, AEATHRRH, RAGS, RAFTA.
That person would be claiming that faith and deeds are not connected.
RAAT R R LA AN 09 S FafT AR EA X 7090
You can have faith.
R AR F AT A 6903,
| can have deeds.
BT AHAT B 94T 4.
There is no relation.
EAHHEA KR,
The rest of verse 18 contains the response of James to this.
A A187, @& & 2 X AN A 69 =) &
He first challenges any person to show faith without deeds.
B, IBAEFTA, LFA AT S, f R AATEATA.
No one can meet this challenge.
EH AR A PRI,
Faith by itself cannot be seen.
VRERL EDENE N U
Then James claims that he can demonstrate his faith by what he does.
He &R RAT, T A, RIEA GG AT B, 4T A IR S A 60,
James never challenges the need for faith.
T B R EA BRI, FASAY 890 T 09 L T b
But James does say, that to claim to have faith proves nothing.
B EHERLT, REARS, FREM A
James then gives three examples to establish his point.
BELET AR F, REZATHNE.
b. The Afaith@ of demons (2:19)

The first example concerns demons.
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F— AP TRXTER.

Do demons believe?

B, ABAS A ARG ?

Yes. They believe that there is a God.

A FERABAS A AT

We know from Matthew 8:29 that they believe that there will be a judgment.
KRNMKG KigF 8:29 4id, RALEAME A —NFH.

They are so convinced that they shudder. Is such conviction sufficient for salvation?
RA Ao BLRAT, FH, AR EmRBUhan'erlic #hT XA 6915 & R AT HD?
No. Believing about God and believing in a judgment does not save.

1E L, AAAEFH, RAE A X AR

It is true belief, but it is not a belief that has worked a change in the very being of the
demon.

HEEAPG SR AN, 2C XA R RS LBE.
There is no change for good.
A AZ A G 8 TR A EAR R A — S TAFHG AL

c. The faith of Abraham (2:20-24)
James then moves to the next example.
BT — AT
He seems first to challenge in verse 20 any possible opponent.
F—RAE20T, FEEBPE, KA EHGTT.
Do you really want to know, if faith without works is dead?
do RIFCEAITE, AL, RAGEIiED?
It is possible that your translations may vary here.
XE, TR R 680 9F.
There is a slight difference in the copies of the Greek text.
A2 A i A9 EIF R R
One group of copies has faith without works is dead.
—FEIF, A S RAITE, HAR.
The other group has faith without works is fruitless.
B —Ar &R, A S IRAATE, TR mL.
The basic sense of question does not essentially change.
ARG EA, AR
James now uses a positive example.
T & I Ak ) — AN E & 694 T
It comes from the life of Abraham. (Read 2:20-24.)
R B EAGEFH A4, (1§ik2: 20-24)
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Some might think that James contradicts the apostle Paul. Paul taught in Roman chapter
4, Abraham was justified by faith and not by works.

HEATRAAY, BELZHF THRARY. BARY EF L HFHA4FTHT, BHEFEEHR
X, R AE A ATE AR L

But we should remember both the story of Abraham as well as the differing themes that
James and Paul addressed.

12 R FAVEZIRAE BB FHRTF, ARBE R T HTHENG TR A
We meet Abraham first in Genesis 11, where he is still called Abram.

EEZF22, AR, RANE — K2 2MET, A4l#e, BaEFE » E4g 2,
God calls him to go to Canann and promises to bless him.

%1240+ B #okCanann, JF/RKiE A ALHE -

Between chapters 12 and 15 much happens.

12F 215%F, AA TRV FIF.

He travels to and from Egypt.

Mo AT AR R, do LNIE R E k.

He separates from Lot.

o & 7 B 4.

He rescues Lot.

(B FE

Melchisedek blesses him.

AR,

Genesis 15 reports that God promised Abraham a son.

AW 2A5F I, AR F RAGEF —ANILT.

In this context we find the verse Abram believed God and it was counted to him for
righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

A # %2 15:6 “ 19 £ 42 AR Ao AE, B Ao A wE A B A A g Lo ¢
Paul and James both quote this verse.
PR F Fofe B4R 5] B X 4 X

About 30 years go by.

305 % Hmit.

In the meantime Ishmael was born.

JE CHA 18] VA SR A o 2k

But he was not the promised son.

12 f R AN B 89 )LF o

Then finally Isaac is born.

JE R AR T H A,

It was a time of great joy.

®XEE RED T2,

Another 20 years go by.
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205 % Hmid.

Then Abraham received a command God.
TAAEF LT AV 64

Take you son, your only son, Isaac.

W AREGILF, AR AG IR A F B

Go to the land of Moria. Offer him there as a sacrifice.
AARFEA EH, Frb B AR Jis, FakbAb.
Abraham obeyed.

T A4f 45 F- 07 AAY 6 A4

He took Isaac and headed to Moria.

i AR, MAEZZT,

According to the book of Hebrews (77:79) Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac
from the dead.

ARAEA RS (11:19), TAG 32 FAZAF 2 FARM I L I 7%,

By faith Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son.

TAFEF H AE R E4G4E A TH LT

The apostle Paul fought against any idea that salvation was by works.
BRET AR E, BB EITEMIT.

Paul taught that salvation was a gift of God.

BT HFRMNKE R EFGEG.

Salvation is given by grace and received by faith.

LA 69 B ik AR, BABA 3 A 890 A A AT R

Any theory that suggested works could earn salvation or require God to give eternal life
was completely wrong.

AT, AARERYG FTENFH R ETARER EFLRERTEHIRNG,
In Romans, Galatians and Ephesians the message is always the same.

EF LB, hoii KB Aol B B3RS 5 &A1

We are saved by grace through faith, not of works.

EAEAZ L@ b eh B miF8, @ R 5 RAVT S m AR A

We get saved and remain saved, not because we earn it, but because we have placed our
trust in God.

BANVRH, F—AARK, RAEAHRMNBZREG, @AEHENEELF.

James, on the other hand, presumes at the start of his letter that salvation is a gift of God.
T B EMGIZE, — TR, BHERLEFEGEE.

Salvation is not earned.

BB R RIEATH M AFE 6.

That is established in the first chapter.

EH—F2, MRXHENGE T,

But he asks a further question.
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o, IR E] H — AN F AL

Can man claim to have faith and yet have nothing to show that that faith is active in his life
?

MRS, RNAE S, B4, ERNGLEL, JpRA A& TIEN R A AL RA69 S
27

Only when there is a visible outworking of it, can we know that there is truly faith there.

HIEAPE S, AARTF, SFFE.

True faith will show itself.

AEWMABATE S, SEIA T,

Paul agrees with James.

®RF R & &AL

He challenged the Corinthians (as noted above in 2 Corinthians 13:5)

FHBEH,13:5 T

FHEEH 135 “URMNEEZA TERARCRA. L&A TR, o RARMEARE, RN
WA IRAEFECE

In Romans 8 he wrote that the person who has the Spirit will desire the things of the Spirit.
AT LH8F, EH, AN RACE, RABLEEFRGF.
In Galatians 5:6 he wrote, The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

MmPEKH 5:6 “RAALFIKE, TEARZLAHL, 2RI EREALELZIZRGEC
, TAEAK.

The one who is truly saved by faith, will also live by faith.
WA 8 FAE ARG, ALk BAE M.

They will live differently.

AN A & A PR

There is no contradiction between Paul and James.

BX—b RFPREZNERT .

James used Abraham to teach something about faith and deeds.
T &N AR I F R F X TS A Ao dUE 94T 4.

Do you believe that James knew the history of Abraham?

RN Fy e & dn 18 BAGFLF 09 1 2°5)?

Would he have known it well?

e Ja 18 ) AR AR D ?

Yes. Jews considered the story of Abraham important.

AP AN A BAHFEF G BHFRETE

Faith was counted to Abraham for righteousness in Genesis 15:6.
A #9215:6: LA ZAZ AR A e, ARFo AL sE A 8L A A b 3L

He had not yet offered Isaac.

M3 A Hr AR 26 £

Isaac was not yet even born!
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AL B IR %A A

The justification of which James writes cannot be the justification of Genesis 15.
BT VA, B & 69 22 by R 7T Ak 24 921589 32y

He knows better.

T & Jn il 09 L LA 4] 215693 oy
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James explains what he means.

T & A Ak

Faith becomes active with deeds.

WILFJE AT, RMEEE LGS,
Deeds are a demonstration of faith.

B B9 AT A AT 89 T L.

Faith does something.

(ERLENINY 2/

Faith then becomes perfected through deeds.
B EATH, FAPGCHERETE.

It becomes all that it should be.

XA, RAFEH.

Faith reaches its goal or fulfils its purpose through actions.
BABETA, AZCEB L BAF, RERLA .
Deeds do not bring about salvation.
AATE, R B A X miF

Deeds demonstrate a living faith.

AT EJe T — AP E A A AN S

We have a similar usage in English.

e EAE, BANA EMAFZ o

Someone justifies their actions.

WATE, MAFE.

It can mean that they prove that their actions were right.
KT RE Bk A AV AIER] B TH94T A A EH Y.
It does not make their actions right.

IR F kA AT 4T F IR 4.

Abraham proved the genuineness of his faith when he acted in obedience to
God.

A 32 FORIRAY , HLAEPA T 42 Ab 6945 0 2 AL 5L M 49
d. The faith of Rahab (2:25)

The third example is the prostitute Rahab.

F =) F A K% 4La heé.

She was different than Abraham.

Wb LA TR

But they were similar in faith.

A2 R ATy 5 Ap 6943 w5 ALY

When the nation of Israel left Egypt in the Exodus, Rahab was living in
Jericho in the land of Canaan.
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L&) Rk B IR R, fE R RGT, v A4E AR AR A S 69 it He,
Her people were enemies of Israel.

) R b A VA B 8 HAL

She heard reports about the miraculous things which God did for Israel.
W RE L, LA A AE T RIS AT,

She believed those reports.

AR X MR A

She believed that the God of Israel was the most high God.
WA, AT E & A,

When spies from Israel came to Jericho, she protected them.

LB VLE ] A B T ARA S, AR AP AN

She had the opportunity to put her belief into action.
BRI AR, HAeHAZ AP 65 A2 H4L A 4T 3.

By hiding and protecting the spies she essentially changed sides.
B R AR F AT A, REARR LERET 5.

She demonstrated a trust in God.

WBIEAT S, HAER T x4 b 4913 4E

Otherwise, her belief about God would have been no different than that of the
demons.

BAATH, M L (3 4E, Fo xR R AIEAE RAT A& BAE

By way of these examples James has shown that a belief in the existence of God is
not enough.

WX sk g, M ZGER, RAATH, ARG HAELTB .
Demons believe that and shudder.
BE R AARAE L, R m RBUhan'érlio
Belief that saves is present when the word has taken root in our hearts.
HAZAY 89S m RGN, A& BAY 895535 BAT S F AR,
Such a belief produces action like it did in Abraham and Rahab.
LA 32 F Aok ALa he XA 94T 3, & B A7 697515 A1 898 F JUAR.
Professing to believe does not prove that there is true faith.
B ARARAE AT, JF R ARIEAAY 891535420 F 2 UAR.
Words alone are powerless.
RBLAAL, & A.
Words alone prove nothing.
RPLAA, B R T H 4.
Actively trusting God shows true faith.
BAEAY, BELEELF BT REP LR
lll. A concluding analogy (2:26)
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James concludes in verse 26 with a final analogy. (Read 2:26.)
& B 2:26 HARLH RAALY, BCSRATALLILY.
The word translated spirit also means breath.
RARXA, LA EF R AL
This meaning of the word makes better sense here.
KEAANHE, BEHE.
As the body without breath is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
FWREH AR, BA AR BEGATA, TELATLY.
Breath is a sign of life.
RALPH T R
It is necessary for life.
KA, TRiEE.
It arises out of life.
ARTEH.
But breathing air into a body will not give it life.
22, = A FREATIK, REKFTFuyle £ 4.
So itis also true with works. Deeds show faith.
BT VA, AT & —#F, BUR 69T A I A AZ A 69
Deeds arise naturally out of faith.
T EATAR T ARG,
If there are no deeds, it shows that it is a dead faith.
Yo RIEHATENAT A, XK Z e,
But doing works will not give spiritual life.
T&, BENITATRC#AY ZHAEE,
Conclusion
God intends for His children to bear fruit.
AP B89 )L A IR, A 45 R
If we are truly trusting in Christ, we will be fruitful.
do REMAAF LA ENEAE, RMNERAKK
This is the point of the figure of the vine and the branches in John 15.
R B Fe AT R, AR FT15F.
Jesus said, If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear much fruit@ (John 15:5 NIV)
3455 15:5, ARSRHL:

CRAMER, RALTF. FEKZEY, RLFAEREE, TARZERT. BAHHT A,
AR RAE A 20 7

The Apostle Paul also was concerned that believers produce fruit in their lives.
AR T L KXIEE, BREMANGEFLE LT,
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He observed that in the believers in Colossea.
RLZERTF | 691574,
The gospel was bearing fruit and increasing among them (Colossians 1:6).

FFEB 16 “ LT HEARMNAL, LEINEXRZ T, FALE¥K, R ALK TN
, BRI LG E, AAeidAr B R 6B F— A

He prayed that they may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord ... bearing fruit in every
good work (Colossians 1:10).

FFEH 110 Gl RNTFAASRLL, LFRLENR, 2—EFLERT, #idf
W% il Ap

We need to encourage one another to have a faith that produces good works.

BAVE T ZAR BB U Mk A IEF IS ARG, F AT & BUR 94T .

In Hebrews 10:24 it says, let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds (N/V).

FAa kB 10:24" LB AR, HAES, BHITE”
Faith without works in dead.
RAES, BAATEATH, HRAL.
Is our faith alive in our marriages, in our families, at our workplace?
BAVGHEAR, RV, BN TP, BNOGECEAED? TEELD?
Is it obvious that our faith is alive by how we speak?
KN THE, AN ERFINA, KNOENWZERLESLER?
Do we act upon what God has said ?
APTHLE, BAVA AT D?
We are bearing fruit or our faith has works when we are patient and kind.
BMA RS, ARE, REHRE, BARMNGEG LT
We are bearing fruit when we demonstrate self-control.
BEANETH BRIEFRS, N2 HRE
Our faith has works, when we take the time to help and encourage others.
L FZANTC B 7] A gh Ao SR A ARG K, RE A RATE S A T
Our faith has works when we speak the truth in love.
L EMAAE, AR, ARARMGESESNT.
Our faith has works when we refrain from taking revenge.
L EAV R R TR R, RE A EA9E S EH T
True faith that saves goes beyond when we profess with our mouths.
A EA WA, MBI E AT B S .
Those who are saved by faith have new hearts.
W AEAY MR, 73] T H G0,
Out of those hearts comes spiritual fruit.
RKEFEGS, AR RGRR.
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Our faith will demonstrate itself in obedience to God=s word.
FA G134 89 S T AR IRAT 493 o
This is to God=s glory that we produce much fruit (John 15:8).
H#AEE 15 8BRMSLRT, KB RFRM, RMNEHZRGITIRT.
| would like to close with the benediction from Jude.
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"To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy - to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen."
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